
 

 

Headteacher Update:  Monday 23 March 2020 

 

Following the full closure of the school, last Friday, the school has been operating today to 

look after the children of key workers.  The actual number of pupils in attendance today was 

less than half of the number that had completed the online booking form. 

 

Children of Key Workers 

Government guidance to parents/carers who are on the key worker list is to keep their 

children at home and only to send them to school if there is no safe alternative.  This is to 

limit the chance of the virus spreading. 

 

On the school website, parents/carers can now complete the form being used by school to 

determine how many pupils to expect next week.  Please complete the form by 3pm on 

Thursday 26 March. 

 

Please note the school is effectively shut to all other pupils, other than those who are 

‘booked’ in as children of key workers.  Today we have had other pupils entering school to 

collect folders or to print off work.  These pupils need to please stay away from school until 

advised otherwise. 

 

Free School Meals (FSM) 

The school has made arrangements with families entitled to a FSM to have these delivered 

or collection ready from school.  Do please contact the school if you have any concerns or 

questions in relation to meals. 

 

Home Learning 

School has made every effort to upload advice and information that pupils can then access 

from home.  We are asking subject leaders to update this weekly.  We have been made 

aware that some of the learning platforms we use are struggling with the national demands 

being placed on them.  This has caused them to crash or be very slow. 

 

We would also encourage families to access virtual museum sites, as well as read novels and 

books.  In addition, families may want to work on themed projects or play educational 

games.  A lot of ideas and information is accessible via a ‘Google’ search. 

 

Unfortunately, teachers are not currently available to answer individual work related 

questions, mark work or provide additional information to support the work on the school’s 

VLE. 

 



 

Year 11 Exam Results 

As promised, we will keep you up to date on the latest developments regarding 

examinations.  This link will take you to the most recent Department for Education 

announcement:  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced 

 

Please do not email/phone individual teachers for updates on your child’s possible GCSE 

grade.  I have asked staff not to reply ahead of any work done reviewing individual pupils 

results with the various examination boards. 

 

We are aware of the following: 

 

 regulators will develop and set out a process that will provide a calculated grade for 

each pupil.  This will be moderated across examination boards. 

 exam boards will be asking teachers, who know their pupils well, to submit 

judgements about the grade a pupil would have received if the exams had gone 

ahead 

 a range of supporting evidence will be considered.  This includes mock exams, non-

exam assessment and prior attainment 

 calculated grades will be provided to all pupils by the end of July 

 the grades will be indistinguishable from those provided in other years 

 pupils will be able to appeal their grades 

 There will be an option to sit exams early in the next academic year for any pupils 

who wish to. 

 

Pupils in Year 11 cannot at this point provide any additional work.  For example, redoing 

work and then bringing it in to the school for their teacher to mark. 

 

Again, thank you for your continued support, best wishes and response to the work of the 

school at this difficult time. 

 

Further updates will follow. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Yours sincerely 

T Griffiths 

Headteacher 
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