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At Kettlethorpe High School we take pride in offering a curriculum which is 

both broad and balanced. We strive to ensure pupils are prepared for post-16 

education or qualified to enter a competitive market for employment. 

The curriculum offered includes: 

1. The common core curriculum – these are the subjects all pupils follow; 

2. The guided core curriculum – these are subject areas that all pupils follow, 

but with some guidance as to specific pathways; 

3. The choice subjects – the pupils can choose a subject from the range 

offered; these are the subjects principally dealt with in this booklet. 

Most pupils will follow the same pathway through the core and guided 

curriculum and through the choice subject.  

However, in some cases young learners will be guided through a pathway 

based on prior attainment evidence including KS2 results etc. 

 

A small number of pupils will have the opportunity to study a different 

qualification which will support literacy and numeracy skills. 

 
which includes English Language and English 

Literature (2 GCSEs) 

 GCSE Mathematics (1 GCSE)  

 

Triple Science (3 GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics)  OR  Combined Science GCSE (1 qualification 

counting for 2 GCSEs)  

In Year 9 all pupils will study Science.  

Only at the end of Year 9, when pupils have been 

carefully assessed, will a decision be made with 

regards to a pupil being entered for Triple Science or 

Combined Science. 

 either GCSE History or Geography (1 GCSE) 

 French or Spanish (1 GCSE) 

. Non-examined core curriculum 
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A few things to remember when making your choices: 

1. It is your decision. Do not make decisions based on the subjects your 

friends take in the hope you will stay in the same classes. 

2. Speak to others for advice and listen carefully to what they have to 

say.  

3. Who should I speak to? 

 Older brothers and sisters 

 Parents/carers 

 Subject teachers 

 Form tutors 

 Year Managers 

 Careers Advisor – Mrs Sharkey 

4. We do not select the groups on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. This 

means that you shouldn’t rush to give in the form the day after you 

receive it. Take some time to consider what you want to do. 

5. Think about the subjects you are taking currently: 

 What do you enjoy about them? 

 Where are your strengths and weaknesses?  

 What do you think you are good at? 

6. Do you have any ideas about what you might want to do next?          

Do your possible post-16 and later career choices suggest a particular 

subject might be helpful? 

Don’t worry if you don’t yet know what you want to do later; our curriculum 

is designed to ensure that all pathways remain open to you.  Many pupils 

have no idea at 13 or 14 what they want to do later, or they may change their 

minds.   

Make sure that whatever you choose is something you think you will enjoy 

but above all that you will succeed in.  This will give you the best possible 

chance of succeeding in your later studies and career. 
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You can spend some time thinking about your choices. Once you have made 

up your mind, you need to fill in a form to indicate your preferred 1st and 

2nd subject choice. 

 

Please return your choices by 30th March 2020. 

 

Pick your choices by logging on to Edulink app with your parent. They will be 

able to indicate your choices in Forms. All parents/carers have been given 

their username in a letter. The school team are happy to support you if 

you’d like any help installing the app.

 

A copy of the form is at the back of this booklet for you to keep and the form 

that you can hand in to your tutor is attached to the letter you received. 
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When the forms are collated, the school will then start to process 

them and you will receive notification towards the end of the 

academic year confirming your Year 9 choice. Our aim is to give you 

the subject choice you want, if we possibly can. 

Please do not keep asking your teachers or Year Leaders about your 

choices as this is a complex process and it will take some time before 

we are able to confirm groups. We will aim to confirm the choices as 

soon as possible after the May half-term holiday. 

 

Where possible, we will try to ensure that every pupil receives his or 

her first choice.  We have offered a wide range of choices and hope 

to be able to accommodate everyone.   

 

For most subjects it is only possible because of staffing constraints to 

offer one group.  Where more pupils choose a subject than can be 

accommodated in one group, pupils will be given places based on a 

combination of attitude to studies and aptitude. 

 

On very rare occasions, if insufficient number of pupils choose a 

subject, it may not be possible for us to run that course. 

 

If there are any issues with your choices, you will be contacted at the 

earliest opportunity.  
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Outline of Course Content 

The course consists of experiences in a range of processes, media, materials 
and techniques appropriate to the pupil’s skills, interests and abilities. 

Pupils will develop an understanding of fine art through practical activities 
and evaluating their own work and the work of contemporary practitioners 
and others from different times, cultures and traditions. 

The course includes work from one or more areas of drawing, painting, 
mixed media, lens-based media, collage and sculpture. 

Tiers 
There are no tiers of entry. 

Controlled Assessment 
Pupils complete a portfolio of work that covers various skills, techniques 
and artist styles.  They cover three main areas; still life, portrait and 
landscape.  This is 60% of the overall GCSE marks. 

Assessment Arrangements 
As well as the controlled assessment detailed above, there is an externally 
set task that allows several weeks to complete the preparatory studies.  The 
pupils then have ten hours under supervised conditions to complete their 
final outcome.  This is worth 40% of the overall mark. 

Course Requirements 
Homework is set regularly and is an essential part of the portfolio and 
examination preparation.  Pupils are expected to spend at least one hour 
per week of their own time on a set drawing or investigation assignment. 
 
Other Details 
Art is a highly successful subject at Kettlethorpe High School, consistently 
gaining A or A* (new 7, 8 or 9) grades for around 50% of those taking the 
subject. There are opportunities to investigate art work on location at the 
London galleries. 

Further Information 
Please speak to Miss Sankey in AD2. 
 
*Please note pupils can take only one of Art & Design (Fine Art) GCSE , Art 
& Design (Textile Design) GCSE  or Graphic Design Tech Award. 
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Outline of Course Content 

This is an art-based textiles course that allows pupils to produce 2D and 3D 
textiles artwork using a variety of textiles techniques, including embroidery, 
printing, dyeing, weaving, felting, fabric manipulation as well as 
construction techniques.  

Pupils will also study artists and produce some artwork using other 
materials such as papers, card, recycled materials, as well as drawing and 
recording ideas.  

This course is aimed at pupils who enjoy art and design and textiles, and 
want to develop their skills and interests further. This GCSE could lead onto 
studying courses such as fashion, textiles, 3D Design, fine art, interior 
design, photography and media. 

Tiers 
There are no tiers of entry. 

Assessment Arrangements 
Pupils cover two components over this course: 
 Component 1 – Personal portfolio/controlled assessment (60%) 

A portfolio of work is created exploring a range of media but mainly 
using textiles techniques and fabrics. 

 Component 2 – Externally set exam (40%) 
An externally set exam in year 11, where pupils will produce work in 
response to a chosen brief, carried out in a preparatory period 
before producing a final piece in 10 hours in exam conditions. 

Course Requirements 
Pupils need to be able to work independently at home to complete 
homework and refine and develop classwork in personal portfolios 
(sketchbooks). Catch up workshops are also available after school. 
 
Other Details 
Art is a highly successful subject at Kettlethorpe High School and we are 
pleased to be offering the Textile Design GCSE.  
Pupils will be offered the opportunity to investigate textiles artwork on 
location at London galleries and the Knitting and Stitching Show in 
Harrogate. 

Further Information 
Please speak to Mrs Gidney in TC4 or Miss Sankey in AD2. Please also visit 
the Art department to see textiles work displayed at options evening. 
 
*Please note pupils can take only one of Art & Design (Fine Art) GCSE , Art 
& Design (Textile Design) GCSE  or Graphic Design Tech Award. 
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Outline of Course Content 

The course will give learners a real, in-depth understanding of how 
computer technology works. Learners will no doubt be familiar with the use 
of computers and other related technology from their other subjects and 
elsewhere. However, the course will give them an insight into what goes on 
‘behind the scenes’, including computer programming, which many pupils 
find absorbing.   

The course provides excellent preparation for higher study and employment 
in the field of computer science. The increasing importance of information 
technologies means there will be a growing demand for professionals who 
are qualified in this area. Learners who have taken a GCSE in Computer 
Science and who then progress to study the subject at A Level or university 
will have an advantage over their colleagues who are picking up the subject 
at these levels. 

Tiers 
There is one tier of entry for grades 1 to 9.  

Assessment 
This course is made up of two exams worth 100% (1 hour 30 mins each) and 
one controlled assessment  programming project which does not count 
towards total mark but gives pupils the experience of programming a 
working system. 

Assessment Arrangements 
Exam and practical exam will be completed in May/June of Year 11 
Controlled Assessment and exam preparation to be completed in lessons 
leading up to May. Controlled assessment is still moderated in May of Year 
11.  

Course Requirements 
Pupils must have a high attainment in mathematics in KS3. 
Homework is set regularly and is an essential part of the examination 
preparation.  
 
Other Details 
It is complicated course and requires dedication. Pupils will learn to 
program in Python and all concepts and theories behind algorithm design. 
Computer Science GCSE is part of the EBACC and is considered a high value 
qualification.  It is relevant to the modern, changing world of computing and 
is designed to boost computing skills essential for 21st century. 

Further Information 
Please speak to Mr Kilgannon in IT3. 
Full course specifications: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-
computer-science-j276-from-2016/  
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Outline of Course Content 

The GCSE dance course incorporates aspects of performance, choreography 
and dance appreciation. Pupils will have the opportunity to develop their 
performance skills in a range of different dance styles, as well as their 
choreographic skills and their ability to respond to different stimuli.  

Pupils have the opportunity to study six professional dance pieces, which 
are performed by some of the UK’s leading dance companies, including; 
Rambert, Phoenix Dance Theatre and Boy Blue Entertainment.  

Tiers 
There are no tiers of entry. 

Controlled Assessment 
This qualification is assessed by a 40% written examination and 60% 
practical based work which is completed and performed under controlled 
conditions. 

Assessment Arrangements 
1. Performance and Choreography (worth 60% GCSE mark) 
Performance - 
Performance 1: Solo performance of two set phrases (15marks) 
Performance 2: Duet/trio performance (25 marks) 
This component is worth 30% of GCSE marks (40 marks) 
Choreography - 
Solo or group choreography – pupils learn how to respond creatively to an 
externally set stimulus and choreograph their own dance piece (this can be 
a solo or a group dance with up to five dancers). 
This component is worth 30% of GCSE marks (40 marks) 
 
2. Dance Appreciation: Written exam (worth 40% GCSE mark) 
Pupils will be examined on the following: 
Knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and performance 
skills; critical appreciation of own work; critical appreciation of professional 
works. 
This exam is one hour and thirty minutes (80 marks) 

Course Requirements 
A high level of commitment is required for both theoretical and practical 
components of the course. Pupils will also need to be prepared to put in 
rehearsal time after school when practical assessments are approaching. 
*Please note this course is under review and alternative course may be 
chosen in the best interest of pupils. 

Further Information 
Please speak to Miss Mills in the Hall. 



 

-  11  - 

Outline of Course Content 

The course is split into three units: 

Unit 1 - Understanding Drama (40% of final mark) 

Written exam: 1 hour and 45 minutes 

Unit 2 - Devising Drama (10% practical, 30% written assessment) 

Unit 2 explores the process of creating devised drama: performance of 
devised drama (pupils may contribute as performer or designer) and 
analysis and evaluation of own work. 

Unit 3 - Texts in Practice (practical) (20% of final mark) 

Performance of two extracts from one play (pupils may contribute as 
performer or designer). Please note, if you want to be marked as a 
performer, you need to be capable of memorising significant amounts of a 
given script.  

Tiers 
There are no tiers of entry. 

Assessment Arrangements 
Unit 1 and 2 are internally assessed and externally moderated. Unit 3 is 
assessed by an external examiner.  

Course Requirements 
 Background research into a live production will be required to enhance 

pupils’ knowledge and understanding of a theatre performance. 
 Pupils will also need to be prepared to put in rehearsal time after school 

when practical assessments are approaching.  
 For performers in this course, you will need excellent memory retention 

skills. You need to be able to recite pages of script off by heart.  
 Please note you will be working in groups during this course and must 

be prepared to give time to help each other. Excellent attendance is 
essential in order to be fair to your group members.  

 
Other Details 
All pupils have the opportunity to devise drama, explore texts practically 
and work on two text based performances.  
The course ensures continuity for pupils progressing from GCSE Drama to AS 
and A Level Drama and Theatre.  
30% of course is practical drama, 70% is written work, similar to English 
Literature. This would suit pupils who are confident with English Literature. 
 
*Please note this course is under review and alternative course may be 
chosen in the best interest of pupils. 

Further Information 
Please speak to Miss Jackson in the Drama studio. 
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Outline of Course Content 

GCSE Design and Technology is about being creative and being a problem 
solver, demonstrating the skills in practical aspects.  The subject allows to 
focus the  projects around pupil’s strengths; giving them the choice of 
combining graphics, electronics and DT. 

During the course pupils will create products which will require a variety of 
skills, including wood and plastic work, CAD CAM, 3D printing and 
electronics. Learning these skills will allow for an informed decision upon 
which Year 11 project should be chosen from a selection given by the exam 
board.  

Year 11 coursework makes up 50% of the final GCSE grade. The focus is on 
the design and make of a product of the pupil’s choice. This can combine 
areas from graphics, electronics and DT.  The second 50% of the course will 
be exam based, testing the knowledge and skills that have been acquired 
during the whole course.  

Tiers 
There are no tiers of entry. 

Controlled Assessment 
The controlled assessment task in Year 11 will be selected by the pupil from 
a list of products provided by the examination board towards the end of 
Year 10.  Pupils can select which area of design & technology they wish to 
integrate into their project, which allows scope for interesting products.  

Assessment Arrangements 
Controlled assessment in Year 11 is worth 50% of the final GCSE grade.   
A written final exam worth 50% will be taken in June of Year 11.    

Course Requirements 
Materials are provided by school and no specialist equipment is needed at 
home as most of the practical work is done in school.  
Homework is set regularly and is an essential part of the Year 11 project 
work and examination preparation.  
Pupils are also expected to spend some time in the workshop 
manufacturing their products in after school workshops.  

Further Information 
Please speak to Mr Trickett in TC8 or Mr Vare in TC9.  



 

-  13  - 

 
 

Outline of Course Content 

The Technical Award in Graphic Design provides a different type of learning 
experience which is more practical in nature. The skills and knowledge 
gained will allow learners to progress to a wide range of courses in both 
general and vocational qualifications. It is a particularly good preparation for 
A-level Graphic Design, Level 3 vocational qualifications or an 
apprenticeship in a related area of employment.  

Tiers 
The Technical Awards are classed as Level 1 and Level 2 qualifications, all 
pupils begin at Level 2 and then, depending on the grades , continue on 
Level 2 or are entered for Level 1.  Grades are classed as pass, merit and 
distinction, with distinction* equal to a GCSE grade 9.  
 

Assessment Arrangements 
The course is made up of 4 units of coursework, which are internally 
assessed, and 1 externally assessed task. 
 

Internally Assessed Units: 
In the 4 units pupils will learn about the 6 components of Graphic Design 
and how to experiment with them to develop a final piece of graphics. They 
also learn about illustration, digital design, advertising, brand identity, 
packaging, typography and  how to respond to a design brief. The internally 
assessed work makes up 50% of the final grade. 
 

External Assessment 
There is one external assessment which makes up 50% of the final grade. 
This is a 10-hour practical which takes place over 4 days in school. Pupils will 
be issued a design brief which they have to analyse, research, produce initial 
ideas and develop those into a final graphic design. This will take place in 
exam conditions with an invigilator present. 

Course Requirements 
Pupils need some basic drawing equipment including a fine liner pen, 
decent colouring pencils, stencils, ruler. A sketch book and A4 ring binder 
folder will be provided. 
Other details 
You need to enjoy drawing and being creative if you are gain from the 
experience. Access to a PC at home and simple rendering software like 
Photoshop Elements would be useful, but not essential as these can be 
accessed outside lessons at school. 

Further Information 
Please speak to Miss Stephenson in TC1 .  *Please note pupils can take only 
one of Art & Design (Fine Art) GCSE , Art & Design (Textile Design) GCSE  or 
Graphic Design Tech Award. 
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Outline of Course Content 

This exciting course is based on a balanced framework of physical and 

human geography. It allows pupils to investigate the link between the two 

themes, and approach and examine the battles between the man-made and 

natural worlds. We’ve developed a range of resources to accompany the 

course and topics include: 

 Natural hazards including volcanoes, earthquakes and weather hazards 

such as tropical storms; 

 Living world, including tropical rainforests and hot deserts; 

 Physical landscapes including coasts and rivers; 

 Urban issues and challenges; 

 The changing economic world; 

 Managing resources, e.g. energy. 

Tiers 
There are no tiers of entry.  

Assessment Arrangements 
There are three exams at the end of the course: 
Paper 1 1hr 30 minutes 35% of the marks 
Physical Geography topics 
Paper 2 1hr 30 minutes 35% of the marks 
Human Geography topics 
Paper 3 1hr 30% of the marks 
Questions relating to the activities completed on the Year 10 geography 
trips, and a booklet of information made available 12 weeks before the end 
of the course.  

Course Requirements 
An interest in Geography and an aptitude towards independent learning is 
essential.  It will be of interest to pupils who excel in science or maths or 
have an active interest in the great outdoors.  Large sections of the course 
will be of relevance to pupils with interests in business, finance and 
management.  
Other Details 
All pupils are taken on a day trip to Flamborough and Bridlington and also 
Leeds city centre as part of their studies.  

Further Information 
Please speak to Mr Walters in Ge1. 
Details of this AQA Geography course: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
geography/gcse/geography-8035/specification-at-a-glance 
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Outline of Course Content 

The course is the Pearson Edexcel GCSE History. 

It uses an enquiry/skills-based approach, assessing problem solving, 
interpretation of evidence and historical knowledge. 

There are four study areas: - 

Thematic Study -            Medicine Through Time 1250-Present day plus 
Historic environment -  Trench Warfare 1914 - 1918 

Period Study -    American West 1840 - 1895 

British Depth Study -   Early Elizabethan England 1558-88 

Modern Depth Study -  The USA 1945-1975: Conflict at Home and Abroad 

Tiers 
There are no tiers of entry. 

Assessment Arrangements 
Paper 1 - Historic Environment (10% - Source based) and Medicine Through 
Time (20% - Extended questions)   
Paper 2 - American West (10% - Short and Extended questions) and Early 
Elizabethan England (10% - Short and Extended questions)  
Paper 3 - The USA 1945-75 (30% - Source based and extended questions)  
 
The other 20% of marks are awarded for spelling, punctuation and grammar 
within each paper.  
All papers are taken at the end of Year 11. 

Course Requirements 
A genuine interest in History as well as the ability to complete tasks 
according to set deadlines. 
 
Other Details 
Visit to the Western Front (residential) - as part of the historical 
environment unit. Pupils are able to experience life in the trenches and see 
first-hand surgical equipment and methods used to deal with injured 
soldiers. 

Further Information 
Please speak to Miss Smith in Hi1. 
 
Full information on the course can be found at:  
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-
2016.html 
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Outline of Course Content 

The course has a very strong emphasis on practical skills and in mastering all 
aspects of food preparation, cooking and presentation of dishes. Practical 
skills to include all aspects of pastry, cake and bread making, as well as 
commodities, including fruit and vegetables, cereals including pasta making, 
milk and dairy, meat, fish and meat cookery as well as eggs and cheese. 
Throughout the course there is a strong emphasis on high quality food 
preparation, cooking and presentation, as well as learning about the 
Hospitality and Catering Industry.   

Tiers 
There is a single tier of entry for the final exam.  

Controlled Assessment 
Controlled assessment tasks are worth 60% of the final grade and include a 
3-hour practical exam where pupils are expected to plan, make and present 
a 2-course meal with accompaniments. There is also a written element to 
the controlled assessment which is marked as a Pass, Merit or Distinction. 

Assessment Arrangements 
Unit 1: Hospitality and Catering Industry 
Written examination worth 40% of the final grade. Externally 
assessed. 
Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in action 
Controlled assessment worth 60% of the final grade, internally 
assessed including a practical exam. 

Course Requirements 
All pupils are expected to wear a white chef’s jacket which is available to 
purchase through the school. They should bring their clean jacket to every 
lesson. Aprons are provided. Hair must be secured and no nail polish, false 
nails etc. may be worn in practical lessons. Pupils should expect to be 
cooking nearly every week so ingredients will be needed from home and 
some will be provided by school, according to the nature of the practical.  
 

Other Details 
You need to enjoy food as there will be a lot of practical work!  You should 
expect to cook every week. Be prepared to widen your learning outside the 
classroom by watching TV shows such as Great British Bake Off and 
Masterchef and finding out about current food issues in the media. 
We visit a number of hotels and restaurants and pupils have the 
opportunity to work in a local college teaching kitchen and restaurant.  

Further Information 
Please speak to Miss Pearson in TC3 or Miss Greenwood in TC2. 
Full course specifications can be found on the Eduqas website—Hospitality 
and Catering Specification A. 
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Outline of Course Content 

This is a Cambridge National qualification and is widely recognised by 
employers. 

There are two mandatory units: 

Pre-production skills (R081) - pupils are introduced to a range of essential 
pre-production techniques used in the creative and digital media, including 
client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques. 

Creating digital graphics (R082) - building on the skills and understanding 
that they have developed in the previous unit, pupils explore where and 
why digital graphics are used and the techniques that are involved in their 
creation. They apply their skills and knowledge in creating digital graphics 
against a specific brief. 

Pupils then complete 2 further coursework units which we choose 
depending on the interests of the group.  

Tiers 
One differentiated exam for all.  

Controlled Assessment (75% of the course*) 
3 coursework units to complete. 
Compulsory unit Creating digital graphics includes approx. 10 hours 
controlled assessment. 2 other units will be chosen, they are listed on: 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia
-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-j817/specification-at-a-glance/ 

Assessment Arrangements (25% of the course*) 
Externally assessed written paper of 1 hour 15 mins based on the Pre-
production skills unit. This will be taken in Year 9/Year 10. 
 
* Please note that this % may change when the course is reviewed. 

Course Requirements 
The ability to use basic ICT tools and techniques. Adobe Photoshop skills 
desired. 
 
Other Details 
More information can be found on OCR website: 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia
-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-j817/ 

Further Information 
Please speak to Mrs Stephenson in IT1. 
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Outline of Course Content 

GCSE Media Studies allows pupils to critically understand the role of the 
media in daily life. The Media Studies course always attracts an increasingly 
large number of pupils because it makes learning “interesting, challenging, 
creative and fun”.  

It offers rigorous but accessible learning on a subject of key importance for 
young peoples’ understanding of the world they experience. Pupils will 
study a range of media forms in terms of a theoretical framework which 
consists of media language, representation, media industries and audiences.  

Tiers 
There are no tiers of entry.  

Controlled Assessment 
This course is made up of 70% examination and 30% controlled assessment.  
Component 1: Written examination - 1 hour 30 minutes, 40% of 
qualification, 80 marks. 
This component provides a foundation for analysing media products, 
introducing pupils to media language and representation through the study 
of print media forms.  
Component 2: Written examination - 1 hour 30 minutes, 30% of 
qualification, 60 marks. 
In this component pupils will explore particular media forms in depth 
through: 1) Television: crime drama or sitcom 2) Music: music video and 
online media. 
Component 3: Non-exam assessment: internally assessed and externally 
moderated by WJEC. 30% of qualification 
Pupils will develop a response to their chosen brief by creating a production 
aimed at the specified intended audience.  

Assessment Arrangements 
Pupils are assessed through 1 piece of internally assessed controlled 
assignment and 2 exams taken in Year 11. Throughout the course, pupils 
will complete regular homework tasks which will help them develop their 
ability to answer exam based questions.  

Course Requirements 
Pupils will regularly analyse media products so being able to express their 
opinions and ideas confidently both orally and written would be beneficial. 
Other Details 
GCSE Media Studies helps develop pupils’ critical thinking skills and is 
excellent preparation for further advanced study at post 16 colleges and 
further education. It helps prepare pupils for a career in the media industry, 
which is one of the fastest growing employment sectors in the country.  

Further Information 
Please speak to Mrs Howell in IT2. 
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Outline of Course Content 

1. Understanding music – 40% 

2. Performing music – 30% 

3. Composing music – 30% 

Tiers 
There are no tiers of entry. 

Controlled Assessment 
Controlled Assessment comprises two individually done compositions which 
together are 30% of the total marks. Guidance can be given by your teacher, 
and composition lessons in groups during Year 9 prepare you for this.  

Assessment Arrangements 
1. Understanding music: Listening and contextual understanding. Exam 
paper with listening exercises using excerpts of music. 
Section A: Listening (68 marks). You are taught key terminology and styles/
genres of music to identify when listening to music.  
Section B: Contextual Understanding (28 marks). You are taught 2 set works 
which are released by the exam board in September. You have to answer 
questions on your knowledge of these.  The exam is one hour and thirty 
minutes. This component is worth 40% of GCSE marks (96 marks in total). 
 
2. Music performance. Assessed as an instrumentalist and/or vocalist. 
Performance 1: Solo Performance (36 marks).   
Performance 2: Ensemble Performance (36 marks) - a minimum of four 
minutes and a maximum of seven minutes performance in total required, of 
which one minute must be the ensemble performance. The highest grades 
can only be achieved with music of at least grade 4 standard. This 
component is worth 30% of GCSE marks. 
 
3. Composition. Creating your own music.  
Composition 1: Composition to a brief (36 marks) done in Year 11.   
Composition 2: Free composition (36 marks) done in Year 10.    
A minimum of three minutes is required. This component is 30% of GCSE 
marks. 

Course Requirements 
Pupils must be able to sing or perform on an instrument. The highest grades 
can only be achieved if pupils have reached at least grade 4 standard by 
Year 11. The ability to read music is a huge advantage in all areas of the 
course.  The course ensures continuity for pupils progressing from GCSE 
Music to AS and A Level Music.  

Further Information 
Please speak to Mrs Bebbington-Slater in Mu2 or Mr Griffiths in Mu1. 
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Outline of Course Content 

The course is split into both theory (70%) and practical (30%) assessments. 

The theoretical aspects of the course are designed to develop pupil’s 
knowledge and understanding of factors around performance and 
participation in sport. This includes applied anatomy and physiology, 
movement analysis and physical training to effect performance, health, 
fitness and well-being and sports psychology. These components of the 
course will be assessed through 2 exams at the end of Year 11. 

The practical element of the course will see pupils take part in a range of 
team and individual activities in lessons, however pupils can also be 
assessed in activities they do outside of school. Previous assessments have 
included Golf, Skiing, Horse Riding and Cycling. Pupils will be assessed in 3 
activities for their GCSE of which one must be a team and one must be an 
individual activity. 

Pupils will also complete a piece of controlled assessment coursework 
which asks the pupils to plan and carry out a personal exercise programme 
linked to their sport and apply different methods and principles of training 
to improve fitness levels. (See below). 

Tiers 
There are no tiers of entry. 

Controlled Assessment 
Pupils must plan, carry out and then deliver a personal exercise programme.  
This will focus on an area of fitness a pupil will want to improve for their 
activity and then work towards improving it through a range of different 
methods.  Pupils then have to evaluate how successful they were in meeting 
their goals. 

Assessment Arrangements 
The theory element is examined through two papers in Year 11 and the 
piece of controlled assessment to improve fitness levels.  

Course Requirements 
An interest in sport, a high level of commitment and a positive attitude for 
all aspects is essential for the course. The understanding too that a high 
proportion of the course is classroom/theory based.  For all practical 
lessons/assessment pupils must always bring and be in full PE kit. 

Further Information 
Please speak to Mr Towler or any member of the PE Department. 
Pupils can take only one of Physical Education GCSE or Sports Studies 
National Award. 
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Outline of Course Content 

Pupils will be following the Edexcel Religious Studies B GCSE.  This course 
requires the study of Christianity and at least on other religion.  Pupils will 
study two units of work; Religion and Ethics in Christianity and Religion, 
Peace and Conflict in Islam.  Within each unit we will look at the beliefs in 
God and Living a religious life for both religions as well as looking at 
Marriage and Family (Christianity), Matters of Life and Death (Christianity), 
Crime and Punishment (Islam) and Peace and Conflict (Islam).  Within each 
unit we study 8 units ranging from fundamental beliefs of each religion, to 
issues faced by each religion in the modern world. 

AIMS 

It should enable learners to: 

Adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religion. 

Explore religions and beliefs, reflect on fundamental questions, engage with 
them intellectually and respond personally. 

Enhance their spiritual and moral development, and contribute to their 
health and wellbeing. 

Enhance their personal, social and cultural development, their 
understanding of different cultures locally, nationally and in the wider 
world, and to contribute to social and community cohesion.  

Develop their interest in and enthusiasm for the study of religion, and relate 
it to the wider world. 

Reflect on and develop their own values, opinions and attitudes in light of 
their learning  

Tiers 
There are no tiers of entry. 

Assessment Arrangements 
Pupils will be assessed on both units of work in two exams at the end of 
Year 11.  In the assessment pupils will be expected to give reasons for 
religious beliefs and practices, and to evaluate statements about the topics 
that we have covered. 

Course Requirements 
No specific requirements. 
Other Details 
The course caters for candidates of any religious persuasion or none. 
The main requirements are enthusiasm for Religious Studies and a 
determination to work hard throughout the course. In the past we have also 
found that this course is generally better suited to pupils who have strong 
literacy skills.  

Further Information 
Please speak to Miss Miles in RE1 or Mr Fitzsimons in RE2. 
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Outline of Course Content 

The course is split into 4 units, comprising of theoretical and practical 
elements. 

One of the units, worth 25%, is externally examined and looks at 
contemporary issues in sport and covers areas: drugs in sport, hosting of the 
Champions League final and Olympic Games and the popularities of sports. 
Pupils will sit the exam in Year 10 and can re-sit if needed. 

The 3 non-examined units are assessed through coursework assignments, 
where pupils will work independently on tasks and will have to meet 
deadlines for work. These units will be chosen from: Developing Sports 
Skills; Sports Media; Working in the Sports Industry and Developing skills 
and knowledge in Outdoor Activities. 

Practically pupils will be assessed on their sporting ability in one team and 
one individual sport. Additionally, they will also have to successfully lead a 
planned activity session to the rest of their group. 

Some pupils will be invited to take a more outdoor pursuits pathway which 
would include a minimum 10 week course of rock climbing and day walks 
and camps in the Peak District over the three years. These pupils will have 
less choice of activities they can pick from to be assessed in, as they will 
mostly be linked to outdoor activities. 

Tiers 
There are no tiers of entry.  

Controlled Assessment 
Pupils must reflect on their own practice, explaining their strengths and 
areas for improvement in a chosen sporting activity as well as during their 
planning and leading of a sporting activity. They will also have on going 
assessments during the 3 non-examined units. 

Assessment Arrangements 
The assessments will be a combination of practical controlled assignments, 
internally set tasks and a formal examination. 

Course Requirements 
An interest in sport and a high level of commitment for all aspects is 
essential for the course. The understanding too that a high proportion of 
the course is classroom/theory based.  For all practical lessons/assessments 
pupils must always bring and be in full PE kit. 

Further Information 
Please speak to Mr Leighton or any member of the PE Department. 
Pupils can take only one of Physical Education GCSE or Sports Studies 
National Award. 
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YOUR 1st CHOICE (please tick one) 

Art & Design (Fine Art) GCSE   

Art & Design (Textile Design) GCSE   

Computer Studies GCSE   

Dance GCSE   

Drama GCSE   

Design & Technology GCSE   

Graphic Design Technical Award   

Geography GCSE   

History GCSE   

Hospitality & Catering Vocational 
Award 

  

ICT Creative iMedia National Award   

Media Studies GCSE   

Music GCSE   

Physical Education GCSE   

Religious Studies GCSE   

Sport Studies National Award  

YOUR Humanities CHOICE (please tick one) 

Geography   

History   

Please return your choices by using Edulink app by Monday, 30th March 2020. 

Alternatively, return this printed form to your tutor by same date. 

YOUR 2nd CHOICE (please tick one) 

Art & Design (Fine Art) GCSE   

Art & Design (Textile Design) GCSE   

Computer Studies GCSE   

Dance GCSE   

Drama GCSE   

Design & Technology GCSE   

Graphic Design Technical Award   

Geography GCSE   

History GCSE   

Hospitality & Catering Vocational 
Award 

  

ICT Creative iMedia National Award   

Media Studies GCSE   

Music GCSE   

Physical Education GCSE   

Religious Studies GCSE   

Sport Studies National Award  
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Kettlethorpe Hall Drive 

Standbridge Lane 

Wakefield 

WF2 7EL 


