
 

 

 

Headteacher Update:  Friday 03 April 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Today we break up for the Easter holidays at a time when we have worked through a great 

deal, at a time of significant turmoil and uncertainty.  It is now very clear that dealing with 

the coronavirus has turned our community upside down.  However, together, we are 

making it work. 

 

Thank you for the support you are offering your children at home and for encouraging your 

children to access the work on the school’s VLE.  We do appreciate that being educated at 

home is very different to being in school every day. 

 

As the holiday begins, we would encourage you to approach the next two weeks differently 

to term time.  Education is not all about gaining subject knowledge and there are many 

useful skills that our children need to prepare them for adulthood.  It has been great to see 

pupils demonstrating their skills of musicianship, creative and design skills and home 

cooking on our media platforms. 

 

The following information points have been updated as below: 

 

Free School Meals (FSM):  The school has now set up paid vouchers for over half of the 

pupils on roll who are entitled to meals.  For those families with email addresses, the 

vouchers have been sent through.  For those families who do not have working email, the 

voucher will be posted.  Can all families ensure the school has an up to date/working email 

address.  Please note the vouchers are for term time use only.  The school is arranging for 

food hampers for around 50 families to cover the Easter break.  If families, with children 

with Free School Meal entitlement, would like a food hamper, please contact Mrs Wray by 

the end of school on Monday 06 April. 

 

All enquiries about FSMs, or to update email addresses to Mrs Wray on: 

jwray@kettlethorpe.wakefield.sch.uk. 

 

Home Learning:  After Easter, school will be providing a five-week overview of learning for 

each year group.  This will then be broken down on a weekly basis to help families access 

and plan learning linked to our VLE content.  We do appreciate that the content can be 

overwhelming and that some third party platform/providers struggle with demand. 
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The school will be using a new platform to support home learning after Easter and this will 

build on the passing of work from pupils to teachers, for comment and feedback. 

 

Do please use the subject email contacts to get your concerns/questions answered.  These 

can be found on the school’s website (covid section-contact school-have you got a query 

relating to work set whilst school is closed-the curriculum subject form drop down menu). 

 

Year 11:  Today, the examination boards have detailed the method that will be used by 

them to award grades this year. We will update you when we have read it through.  The 

advice that has been received and is being used by teachers is centred around fairness and 

teacher’s providing the most credible and plausible grade.  This is based on what your 

teacher’s think you would have got if you had taken the examinations this summer. 

 

All our Year 11 should, and need to, continue with their online and home learning. 

 

Year 10:  The decision has been made to cancel this year’s work experience programme.  

This is because we are not sure when pupils will be returning to school and to support local 

businesses, who offered places, to concentrate on their core functions.  Please see the letter 

Mrs Sharkey has written to hosting businesses.  Thank you for your support here. 

 

Well-being communication:  This week, staff from school have made over 100 home visits 

and nearly 500 phonecalls to families.  It is our intention to communicate, by phone, with all 

families on a regular basis.  This is to keep in touch with you and to offer support and advice 

as required.  If you miss a phonecall from school there is no need to worry or call back.  If 

school needs to speak to you urgently, then we will continue to call until we have spoken to 

you. 

 

School is still operating a receptionist to answer phonecalls.  Do please use the email 

contacts for year leaders as this will get you a quicker and more appropriate response.  

These emails are checked regularly and have worked well.  These are: 

 

• Year7CV@kettlethorpe.wakefield.sch.uk 

• Year8CV@kettlethorpe.wakefield.sch.uk 

• Year9CV@kettlethorpe.wakefield.sch.uk 

• Year10CV@kettlethorpe.wakefield.sch.uk 

• Year11CV@kettlethorpe.wakefield.sch.uk 

 

Clear communication between home and school is more important than ever.  We all need 

to keep in touch.  The school has purchased additional mobile phones for use when calling 

families.  All staff, when ringing through, will clearly introduce themselves to you. 

 

In conclusion, as we head into the Easter break, it is important that as a learning community 

we focus on our values of kindness, honesty and respect.  This is especially the case whilst 

working together to ensure that we are as one in tackling and dealing with the coronavirus. 
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Thank you to those of you who have reached out to thank colleagues in school and to offer 

support to our learning community.  It matters and is valued. 

 

Do please contact the school if you require any additional advice, support or reassurance. 

 

In the words of Lao Tzu, the Chinese philosopher and writer, ‘from caring comes courage’. 

 

Our thoughts are with you. 

 

Very best wishes 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

T Griffiths 

Headteacher 

 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-

19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19 

 
https://vle.kettlethorpe.wakefield.sch.uk/ 
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