
 

 

Headteacher Update:  Friday 22 May 2020 

 

Dear Pupils, Parents/Carers 

 

As we come to the end of the five week half-term we continue to operate and function at a 

time of real uncertainty as well as increased anxiety. 

 

The weeks continue to fly-by and here in school a lot has been going on both in hosting the 

pupils we see in school each day as well as planning to see more teacher/pupil contact 

across Year 10. 

 

On Sunday 10 May Prime Minister Boris Johnson made announcements to the nation 

regarding expectations around schools opening for increased pupil numbers.  Schools were 

informed that secondary school guidance would be provided to support schools with 

undertaking risk assessments and making plans for safe opening.  As I write, we still have 

not seen the secondary guidance published, and as such, we have not been able to cross-

reference our plans against the government’s guidance. 

 

School will continue to plan for increased pupil numbers and we will also respond to the 

government’s planned update to the nation which takes place on Friday 29 May. 

 

School will communicate operational plans at the earliest opportunity taking account of the 

anticipated update information. 

 

Next week the school will be open to the children of key workers and vulnerable pupils 

every day except Monday, which is a bank holiday.  There will be no planned work 

programme and teachers will not be providing feedback.  As such, we would encourage our 

pupils to enjoy the week as a holiday ready to return to their learning on 01 June. 

 

On our return after the half-term break, we will be sending out a questionnaire to all our 

Year 10 families.  The information will then be used to plan our approach for the remainder 

of the academic year. 

 

This week, in school, we have continued to be in contact with our pupils.  We have made 43 

home visits, 174 safeguarding calls as well as 630 well-being calls. 

 

One common theme that our staff have mentioned is that some pupils are struggling with 

being at home and are missing their friends.  Do please keep in touch and speak to your 

friends as well as ensure you maintain good work habits.  Plan your day around the school 



day.  This does help.  Staff in school are preparing form-tutor lessons/packs that will support 

pupil well-being.  Also, do please use the advice and information on the school website. 

 

Again, thank you for your continued support and feedback.  Do please keep sending in your 

questions, concerns and positive feedback as this helps us with our planning and provision. 

 

Finally, to conclude, be sure to stay safe as, together, we continue to remove the threat of 

Covid-19 from our lives.  In the words of Winnie the Pooh, as written by the author AA 

Milne, ‘You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem and smarter than you 

think’. 

 

At which point I am going for a honey sandwich! 

 

Very best wishes to you all. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

T Griffiths 

Headteacher 
 

https://kettlethorpehigh.co.uk/safeguarding/ 

 

https://vle.kettlethorpe.wakefield.sch.uk/ 

 

https://kettlethorpehigh.co.uk/wellbeing/ 
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