
Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Y11 Assessment Update 

 

During the autumn term the DFE and Ofqual have published further information about the adjustments that will 

be made to Y11 assessment this year and their contingency plans in the unlikely event that examinations cannot 

take place.  I am writing to share the key information which will affect your child during their final year at 

Kettlethorpe High School. 

 

Adjustments to Assessments 

There will be optional content in exams for GCSE English Literature, History and Geography.  Additionally for GCSE 

Geography the requirement for pupils to undertake fieldwork has been removed and questions in the exams will 

reflect this.  GCSE Art and Design will be assessed by portfolio only with no final exam.  For all other GCSEs 

advance information about the focus of the content of the exams will be published no later than the 7th February.  

Formulae which pupils would have been expected to memorise will be made available to pupils in their exams for 

GCSE Maths, Physics and Combined Science. 

 

Y11 PPEs will take place in the final 2 weeks of the autumn term and these exams will reflect the above 

adjustments as far as possible.  When advance information is published in February we will respond quickly to 

this, adapting teaching as necessary and supporting pupils to use the information effectively in their revision. 

 

Contingency Plans 

In the unlikely event that exams do not take place pupils will be given Teacher Assessed Grades (TAGs).  Guidance 

as to how TAGs are awarded will only be released if needed but schools have been given guidance as to what 

evidence should be collected in case exams do not go ahead.  The Y11 PPEs this term meet the requirements 

which have been set out.  It is important to note that, in the unlikely event that exams are cancelled in 2022 your 

child’s performance in these PPEs will be used as part of the evidence to determine TAGs.  We will be grading 

pupils PPEs using the 2019 grade boundaries as a baseline to support pupils in knowing where they are currently 

at but these grades are not TAGs.  Ofqual have already stated that grading for 2022 will reflect a midway point 

between 2021 and 2019 grades.  As a result of the contingency guidance it will now be necessary for us to plan in 

additional formal assessments throughout Y11. 

 

Although it is unlikely that exams will be cancelled this year there is a possibility that they could be and that your 

child’s PPEs will then contribute towards their TAGs.  It is therefore incredibly important that your child is in 

school for these exams if possible.  Should they need to be absent from school for Covid-related reasons or 

another illness which genuinely prevents them from attending or if they suffer from an injury or personal crisis at 

the time of the PPEs then this needs to be clearly communicated with school so that accurate records can be kept 

should special consideration need to be applied for. 

 

Thank you for your continued support during this most important year of your child’s education so far.  If you 

have any questions or concerns then please do not hesitate to email me: 

lthompson@kettlethorpe.wakefield.sch.uk. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Laura Thompson 

Assistant Headteacher 
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