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Subject specific keywords: 

Colour, primary, secondary, tertiary, harmonious, complimentary, tone, tint, shade,  line, organise, separate, decorate, 
emphasise, typography, serif, sans-serif, decorative, script, imagery, illustration, photography, digital, physical, 
composition, placement, flow 

Primary Colours 

Red, yellow, blue 

Secondary colours 

Orange, green, purple 

Tint  Add white to a 
colour to lighten it. 

Shade   Add black 
to a colour to  
darken it. 

Tone is used to create shadows and 
highlights.  
It gives an image depth and realism. 

Line is used to: 

Separate, organise, frame, 
emphasise, decorate. 

Colour creates / 
evokes different 
moods / feelings. 

The addition of colour 
completely changes 
the mood / feeling of 
a piece of graphic 
design. 
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Images are used to 
communicate ideas 
and information.  
They can be physical 
or digital. 

Typography is the art arrangement of type to make written language 
legible, readable, and appealing when displayed.  
The choice of font and arrangement are very important in typography. 

Composition is the 
placement or arrangement 
of the graphic 
components  in a graphic 
design. The size and 
position of the 
components determines 
how and in what order the 
eye sees the components 
on the design. 




