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The tune.

C D E F G A B C D E F G A B C D E F G A B 

HighLow

Melody

Form The order of the sections in a piece of music.
Ternary

Form
Introduction - The beginning.

Verse - The lyrics that tell the main story.
Chorus - The catchy part of a song. Ostinato - A repeating melody or rhythm.

Thick - 
Lots of 
parts at
once.

Thin - 
Few parts

at once.

How the parts fit together.

Texture

The quality or type of sound 
made by an instrument or voice.

Thin FatStrings Brass

Harsh Woodwind Percussion

Metallic SmoothMellow Wooden

Timbre/Sonority

ff Fortissimo

f Forte

mf Mezzo fortempMezzo piano

p Piano

 Pianissimo pp

Moderately quiet
Moderately loud

Loud

Very loud
Very quiet

Quiet

The volume.

Diminuendo
Getting quieter

Crescendo
Getting louder

Dynamics

Binary
Form

2 Sections:
A - B

3 Sections:
A - B - A

Different durations of note 
organised into a pattern.

4 beats 2 beats 1 beat 1/2 beat

Semibreve Minim Crotchet Quaver

Rhythm

Tempo
The speed of the music.

Lento Moderato Andante Allegro Presto

Slow Moderately Walking 
pace

Fast Very
Fast
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Drum notation
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Bass Drum

Hi-Hat

Snare Drum

Keyboard Ukulele

www
www& &

Reading notes on the stave

&

?

Treble
Clef

Bass
Clef

F AC E

EveryGreenBusDrives
Fast

All CowsEat Grass

Good BurritosDon’t
Fall Apart

Use these words and phrases to learn how to read pitch!

1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &

1 2 3 & 4

Three important chords:

C D E F G A B C D E F G 

F Major

KeyboardKeyboard Ukulele

& www www
www& &

C D E F G A

C Major

Tonic

Sub-dominant

Keyboard Ukulele

& www www
www& &

C D E F G A B C D E F G 

G Major

Dominant

A chord is made up of three or more notes.

Chords with 3 notes are called triads.

Remember the rule:
Play one - miss one - play one - miss one - play one

Triads are made up of the 1st, 3rd, and 5th 
degree of ths scale.

Don’t forget the Elements of Music 

Structure: The order of the sections in a piece of music.

Rhythm: Different durations of note organised into a pattern.

Tempo: The speed.Pitch: If the notes are high or low. 

Texture: How the parts fit together. Dynamics: The volume. 

Timbre/Sonority: The quality or type of sound.
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Underscore / Vamp
• The background music. 

• Can be in a variety of styles depending on what the product is.

Voice-over
•The speech that is heard over the top of the underscore. 

• Gives the listener information about the product. 

• Is always made up from a chord sequence.

• Can include ostinatos.

Composing
• Creating your own music.

Jingle
• The catchy phrase that is sung at the end of an advert.

• Slogan’s are spoken, jingles are sung.

‘Compare the market 
dot com’

‘Did somebody say “Just eat”’

‘Kids and grown-ups love it so – 
the happy world of Haribo’

Don’t forget the Elements of Music 

Structure: The order of the sections in a piece of music.

Rhythm: Different durations of note organised into a pattern.

Tempo: The speed.Pitch: If the notes are high or low. 

Texture: How the parts fit together. Dynamics: The volume. 

Timbre/Sonority: The quality or type of sound.
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Sonority 

‘The Wellerman Song’ is a type of maritime folk music that was used to sing during free time. Most maritime 

sons are sung ‘a capella’, meaning sung without accompaniment. 
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Harmony 

The version sung by Nathan Evans has simple layered vocal harmonies which he has multi-tracked for the final 

recording. Close vocal harmonies are typical of folk music. 

Tonality 

The chords are mainly minor tonality in the verses but change between major and minor in the chorus. This 

contrast is typical of folk music.  

Melody 

The melody has a ‘narrow range’ meaning it does not use many notes and they are close together. 

It has lots of ‘conjunct’, stepwise movement meaning the notes are mainly next to one another on the keyboard 

so they are easy to find. 

The melody repeats a lot, making it easy to remember. 

All of these ‘melodic’ features are typical of folk music. 

 




