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Fiction: what did the Greeks ever  do 
for us? 

Core task: your own mythical story 
opening 

 

Course content: 

The creation story  

The myth of Lycaon  

Prometheus 

The Iliad: Troy  

Polyphemus 

 

Core Knowledge: 

• Can you define a noun, verb, 
adjective, adverb? 

• Can you explain the different 
types of narrator? 

• How were myths used to explain 
creation? 

• Can you define metaphors, similes 
and personification? 

Non Fiction: who are the most           
influential people in our lives? 

Core task: article- your greatest hero 

Course content: 

Heroes in our own lives  

War and heroism 

Modern heroes and times of crisis  

Nature vs nurture 

Sporting icons 

 

Core Knowledge: 

• What does genre, audience and 
purpose mean? 

• Can you explain the different 
sentence moods in English? 

• Explain what emotive language is- 
give examples of emotive 
(abstract) nouns, verbs,           
adjectives, metaphors or       
personification. 

Poetry: is heroism subjective or           
objective? 

Core task: presentation- your favourite 
heroes and villains poem. 

Course content: 

Beowulf (epic poem) 

Horse Whisperer: (free verse)  

The Outlandish Knight (ballad)  

Clown Punk (sonnet) 

River God (dramatic monologue) 

 
Core Knowledge: 

• Can you define a noun, verb, 
adjective, adverb? 

• Can you explain what a metaphor is? 

• What is free verse? 

• What is an unreliable narrator?  

• What is a dramatic monologue?  

• Define: epic, free verse, ballad, 
sonnet, dramatic monologue. 
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Fiction: Shakespeare: is all fair in 
love and war? 

Core task: language analysis- 
Shakespeare’s worst villain. 

Course content:  

Shakespeare’s tragedies 
Shakespeare’s comedies 
Macbeth 

Hamlet 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Twelfth Night 

 
Core Knowledge: 

• Who was William Shakespeare? 

• Explain act, scene, soliloquy. 
What is the difference between a 
Shakespearean tragedy and a 
Shakespearean comedy? 

• When you quote from a text, what 
rules must you follow? 

• Explain which character was the 
most heinous that you have     
studied. 

Non Fiction: why is love often        
connected to conflict? 

Core task: speech writing 

Course content:  

Aranged marriage  

LGBTQ+ movement  

Winston Churchill and WII 

Core Knowledge: 

• What are the key features of a 
speech? 

• What does pathos, logos and 
ethos mean, and why are they 
important? 

• Explain what genre, audience and 
purpose means. 

• Can you define a noun, verb, 
adjective, adverb? 

• Can you explain why choosing the 
correct ones is important? 

• What are the four main sentence 
moods? 

Poetry: how can poetry help us  
explore inner conflict 

Core task: how can poetry portray 

emotion? 

 

Course content: 

Valentine (free verse)  

Nothing’s Changed (free verse)  

The Manhunt (free verse)  

Shakespeare at School (sonnet)  

Out of the Blue (dramatic monologue) 

Core Knowledge: 

• Can you define a noun, verb, 
adjective, adverb? 

• Can you explain what a metaphor 
is? 

• What is free verse? 

• What is an unreliable narrator? 
What is a dramatic monologue? 
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Fiction: Frankenstein: doctor or mon-
ster? 

Core task: description of Frankenstein’s 
laboratory 

Course content: 

Gothic Genre: 

Romanticism  

Frankenstein 

 

Core Knowledge: 

• Explain the key features of the 
gothic genre 

• Explain the link between the gothic 
genre and Victorian society  

• What was Dr Frankenstein’s       
mistake? 

• In the play, where does ‘evil’ come 
from? Does evil even exist? 

Non Fiction: why do we need to            
understand our impact on nature?  

Core task: formal letter: How should we 
power ourselves? 

Course content: 

Beast from the East  

Earthquakes 

Energy 

 

Core Knowledge: 

• What does ‘formal’ and ‘informal’ 
language mean? 

• What is the difference between 
‘informal’ language and slang? 

• What does ethos, pathos and logos 
mean? Why are these important for 
my writing? 

• Explain what the word ‘rhetoric’ 
means and how rhetoric can make 
you an impressive orator. 

• Explain the difference between  
tabloid and broadsheet. 

Speaking & Listening: how can we use 
worlds to change the world?  

Presentation: a call for survival 

 

Course content: 

What is an orator? What is rhetoric? 

Explain the difference between formal 
and informal language, and which we 
might use in a presentation to the class. 

 

Core Knowledge: 

Speaking & Listening 

1. What is an orator? What is       
rhetoric? 

2. Explain the difference between   
formal and informal language, and 
which we might use in a presentation 
to the class. 
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Myths and Legends Love and Conflict Man and Nature 

Fiction Non-fiction Poetry Fiction Non-fiction Poetry Fiction Non-fiction Poetry 

Myth - noun Altruistic - Oppression - Hamartia - Orator - noun Conflict - noun Romanticism Seismic - Orator - 

Legend - adj. noun noun Rhetoric - Terrorism - - noun adj. noun 

noun Courageous Vilify - verb Catharsis - noun noun Blasphemous Treacherous Tone - 

Protagonist - adj Discrimination noun Pathos - noun Ideology - - adj. -adj. noun 

- noun Heroic - adj. -noun Tragedy - Injustice - noun Compassion Plummet - Informal 

Antagonist Resilience - Courageous- noun noun Metaphor - – noun. noun - adj 

- noun noun adj. Society - Prejudice - noun Apocalyptic Formal - 
Supernatural 

Intimidate Self- Heroic - adj. noun noun Context - noun - adj. - adj. adj. 

-verb sacrificing – Empathy- Subvert - Discrimination Racism - noun Hubris -   Resilience 

Resolution - 
noun 

adj 
Humanitarian 

noun 

Idolise - verb 
verb 
Exploit - 

- noun 

Inspirational - 

Prejudice - 

noun 

noun 

Immortal - 

  - noun 

Climax - - adj   verb adj. Discrimination adj.     

noun Villainous -   Stereotype Courageous - - noun Grotesque -     

Courageous adj.   - noun adj. Liberate- adj.     

- adj. Immoral-   Prejudice - Persistent - verb Vulnerable -     

Intriguing - adj.   noun adj. Inhumane - adj.     

adj. 

Ominous - 

Devious- adj.   Narcissism 

- noun 

  adj. Monologue - 

noun 

    

adj.     Patriarchal           

Foreshadow 

- verb 

    - adj.           


